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IN TERVIEW 

Focus On The Reforms Of Governance' 

The B.JP-led NDA government did not lose the elections because 

af economic reforms. Nor was Hindutva the reason for their 

defcat. They lost since they failed in daily governance-they 

failed to improve the daily life of the common man.' 

NAGENDAR SHARMA, BBC HINDI RADIO 

The full transcript of the BBC Hindi special programme Aapki Baat 

BBC Ke Saath with well known economist, columnist, fomer CEO 

of Procter & Gamble and author of India Unbound, Gurcharan Das. 

The topic for the programme was: Can poverty and unemployment 

be removed without economic reforms in India? 

Nagendar Shama: Is it possible to eliminate poverty and 

unemployment without economic reforms? 

Gurcharan Das: On the contrary, I think the economic refoms are 

the solution to India's main problems of poverty and unemployment. 

Only by working hard on reforms can India beat its problems, there 

is no other solution in my view. 

The BUP-ed NDA govemment did not lose the elections because of 
economic reforms. Nor was Hindutva the reason for their defeat. 

They lost since they failed in daily govemance--they failed to 

improve the daily life of the common man. 

I will give you some of the reasons for defeat a rickshaw puller says 
he has to give 20 paise of every one rupee he eams to the 

policeman on the street; a housewife feels the pinch of rising prices 
every time she touches any article of daily use; a common man 
cannot even get an FIR lodged without paying money to the poice; 
and when parents send their children to school, they come back and 
say there is a shortage of teachers. These are the issues that led to 
the defeat of Vajpayee govemment. It means nothing changed in the 
ives of common man's india. 

BBC listener from Raipur: Mr Das, for the first time India has a 
Prime Minister who specialises in economic matters. Could we 
expect a change from the past and expect some good work in the 
country ? 

Gurcharan Das: My feeling is not much is going to change. The 
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Nagendar 

Sharma: Mr Das, you have watched Dr Manmohan 

Gurchar 
Das: fl vere Dr Singh, my top priorities would have 

Singh closely, what hopes do you have ? 

been two. First and foremost, the agriculture sector, for which the 

blueprint in the country Is ready, asI mentioned above. Second is 

education. I was shocked to leam that a probe report stated that in 

BIMARU states, 30 percent of man-days are lost in rural schools as 

teachers do not tum up. And in 50 percent of schools there was no 

teaching at all. My view is that for the new government the most 

important portfolio would be the Human Resources Development 

(HRD). 

BBC listener from Darbhanga: Mr Das, how would Dr Manmohan 

Singh go ahead with economic refoms with such a coalition of 

parties who do not agree on many issues. How would he fufill the 

promises made by Sonia Gandhi to poor and rural people? 

Gurcharan Das: You are right, it would not be easy for Dr Singh to 

run the govemment. But he has the example of Vajpayee 

govemment, 
which was a 

combination of about 24 parties and that 

govermment did proceed on the path of reforms. What is important is 

how Dr Manmohan Singh runs the government-this 
remains to be 

seen. He is a good man, but he is not a strong man. Let us see from 

where he gets the strength. What I know is Dr Manmohan Singh 

made history for India in the first three years 
when he was the 

Finance Minister, from 1991 to 1993. 
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Nagendar Sharma: But what path should Dr Manmohan Singh take 
in your view? 

There are two ways. First of all the major focus 
urcharan Das: 
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and the unemployment rate is two and a half 
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Gurcharan Das: I am moved byY your question. The truth is poverty 

can only be removed through economic reforms. We needto 
understand the meaning of reforms. Take the Telecom Sector, for 
exam Till 1990, there were 50 lakh telephones in India. Today 
there are six and a half crore felephones in the country, and 20 lakh 
telephones are being added each month-tell me, why was this not 
possible before reforms? So who has benefited out of this? The 
common man. His productivity has increased. Similar success can 
be achieved in power sector. What l mean to say is that the true 
meaning of reforms has to be understood. We need to have real 
reforms, which means more investment is required, which would 

vield more jobs for the educated unemployed. 

3BC listener from Allahabad: Mr Gurcharan Das, it is a pleasure 
to talk to you-could you please explain why can't state govemments 
in India take harsh fiscal measures, and why they revert to populist 

measures time and again? Jayalalitha has already started this, a 

week after a crushing defeat. 

Gurcharan Das: I am really sad that the state governments of Tamil 

Nadu, Andhra and Punjab are either giving free power or are talking 

in terms of giving it free to farmers. I think that these governments 

can learn something from the past and utilise the same money for 

infrastructure development and schools, instead of such populist 

measures. 
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