
Man 

Y 
ou would think he is mad. Tell him this and he will writing. Born in 1946 at Lyallpur (now Faislabad in Pakistan), probably grin disarmingly and quote Shakespeare: Gurucharan Das spent the better half of his childhood in New 
"Though this be madness there is a method to it" York where his father Barkat Ram, who worked for the Pungio 
Indeed. Yet it takes guts to throw everyhing to the government, was posted. A graduate in philosophy from ne University of New York, Gurucharan was offered the prestigous 

winds and pursue a dream. 
A dream?" he asks incredulously, and then dismisses the Harvard Scholarship to pursue his masters in philosophy. u 

statement with a wave of his hand, "My girl, T knew I was going did not want to become a philosopher," he informs, n 

to write a book as soonas I graduated" He beams at you, his short although I did go to Harvard for a while, I eventually left and can 
stature by no means a disadvantage, and hustles you into his ibrary. The ambience is classically English and these confines the rough and tumble of business," and adds, grinning, "KE 

couldn't possibly house anybody else but a writer. But there is more to Gurucharan Das than just BY KAMNA DATTA 

to India where I joined Procter and Gamble as a trainee. I love 
man who came to dinner, I stayed on. He went on to become the managing directo 134 
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of the company and later was apponted nutrations of a woman, Vindicaing thiw inslghit is the fact hat D 
anaer W wile Mategke planning, And woman playa the pivoul role in almost all hio plays ar 
now at the penk of his career as vee president 
and managing director, Owealth oare), PrRter pontof exisenee" Aak him why and he gen int a d 

ame temational, he has decided to ewrpes a while later, tiredly nube his face a f otl yale y 
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Hnwever, the tremendoun ccem of his completenesm andd congruity to the whele pleture" "9, Jkho 

eenmly layed play 9 Jalklhoo ill' confims alocetres around Anuya, a gif who s trying to gupple w 
hat hin expeimentation with word has been jut the conflictoof a generation gap caued esentially by a dhun 

Writing sustained him through his corporate 
years and now at fifty, he's turned it into a full 

time job. Meet Gurucharan Das, the enigmatlo 

ex-bigwig of P&eG-Cum-novellst-cun-playwright. 

f Words 
d Worth 

wurth everything, "t I have always been writng, so a switch in the soclal order but alo with upheavals In her private life 

OMer Was, I gues, only natural, In fact, I have survived in business 
ecause of my writing. eniden, I feel that we all have different then later brought to India by Alyque Padamsee, is one of the few 

ace to Ounelven and we must explore and look for that sort of works of lterature that talkof Meera neA A8 4 saint but as a woman. 

ichne in our lives, Also, I firmly believe that in life, acton is "We must understand," emphanises Dan, "that Meera was a play 
oe important than thought. 1hought too ls important but it must about a woman who had tremendous energy, She was simply a 
e proxeeded by action. I always wanted to write and I did, to woman too much for her husband. She was so full of life and 
what f1 did it at iftyr 

perimentation, exploration and the quest for answers has God. It Wls a play about a womnan who belonged to the royal 

atacteried Das making him a man of many dimensions. Vor a lamily, She wias a Kajput andd was married to the Raa of Mewar who 

ate whiz tuned playwright and author, he dioplays tremen 
U and ofen startling insight into the needs, aspirations ad 

stan), 
New His play 'Meera' which was firnt drarnatised off Broadway and 
unjab 
mt the 

ipous 

ut 
"and 

energy that her husband could not satinly her. So she turmed to dane 
1 loved 

was the mos distinguished prince of his time. She had all the 
trappings but then she was 4 woman who was full of this vivacious director 
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e
 e

s
tim

a
te

d
, w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 tri-

fling in
 c
o

m
p

a
ris

o
n

 to
 th

e
 te

n
s
 o

f
m

illio
n

s
 o

f d
o

lla
rs th

a
t th

e
 n

e
t
-

w
o

rk
s
 w

a
n

te
d

 to
 charge to

 p
r
e
s
e
r
v

e
 h

is visibility in
 th

e
 tra

v
e
l 

a
g

e
n

c
y

 c
o

m
p

u
te

r
s
. T

h
e
 fa

c
t w

a
s
, p

a
s
s
e
n

g
e
r
s
 d

id
n

't p
a
rtic

u
la

rly
 

n
e
e
d

 tra
v

e
l a

g
e
n

ts (and tra
v

e
l a

g
e
n

ts d
id

n
't p

a
rtic

u
la

rly
 w

a
n

t
 

d
ie

n
ts) fo

r $
1

9
 flights. T

h
e
 c

o
m

p
u

te
r
s
 w

e
r
e
 p

a
rt o

f th
e
 fu

ll-se
r-

v
ic

e
 a

irlin
e
 in

d
u

s
tr

y
-
th

e
 eq

u
iv

alen
t o

f c
a
b

le
 te

le
v

is
io

n
. K

e
lle

-

h
e
r only n

e
e
d

e
d

 ra
b

b
it e

a
r
s
.
 

O
n

e
 u

n
w

e
l
c
o

m
e
 e

ffe
c
t o

f th
e
 c

o
m

p
u

te
r fracas w

a
s
 a plunge 

in
 th

e
 price o

f S
o

u
th

w
e
s
t sto

ck
, w

h
ic

h
 h

u
rt th

e
 co

m
p

an
y

's e
m

-

ployees a
n

d
 
n

o
n

e
 a

m
o

n
g

 th
e
m

 
m

o
r
e
 th

a
n

 K
elleh

er, 
w

h
o

s
e
 

h
o

ld
in

g
s h

a
d

 b
a
llo

o
n

e
d

 to
 w

e
ll o

v
e
r
 a 

m
illio

n
 sh

ares. O
v

e
r th

e
 

c
o

u
r
s
e
 o

f se
v

e
ra

l m
o

n
th

s
 th

e
 price w

o
u

ld
 tu

m
b

le
 fro

m
 $

4
0

 to
 

$
2

0
, c

a
u

sin
g

 K
e
lle

h
e
r's n

e
t w

o
rth

 to
 d

e
fla

te
 by b

etter th
a
n

 $
4

0
 

m
illio

n
, a

n
d

 th
e
 price w

o
u

ld
 s

o
o

n
 plunge e

v
e
n

 further, a
s
 th

e
 

bloody C
a
lifo

rm
ia

 price b
attle raged w

ith
 S

h
u

ttle
 by U

n
ited

. N
o

t 

t
o

 w
o

rry
, K

e
lle

h
e
r sig

h
ed

. "B
ein

g
a m

illio
n

a
ir

e
 a

in
't w

h
a
t it w

a
s
 

i
n

 t
h

e
 1

8
9

0
s
."

 

K
e
lle

h
e
r ask

ed
 

a 
flight attendant fo

r a 
glass of m

ilk
 to

 g
o

 

w
ith

 h
is m

a
c
a
d

a
m

ia
 n

u
t cookie. T

m
 co

atin
g

 m
y

 s
to

m
a
c
h

 fo
r 

th
is evening "h

e e
x

p
la

in
e
d

. 

K
e
lle

h
e
r w

a
s
 flying to

 N
ew

 Y
orkfor a

n
 industry conference, 

b
u

t h
e
 h

a
d

 arranged another piece of b
u

sin
e
ss w

h
ile h

e
 w

a
s
 

th
e
re

. P
eople h

a
d

 b
e
e
n

 telling him
 for y

e
a
rs

 th
a
t h

e should 

m
e
e
t R

ichard B
ra

n
s
o

n
 o

f V
irgin 

A
tla

n
tic

 A
irw

ays. K
elleher 

sp
e
n

t a 
few

 m
in

u
te

s
 o

f th
e
 flight m

em
orising th

e
 lyrics o

f th
e 

S
e
x

 P
isto

ls G
o

d
 S

av
e th

e Q
u

een
 s

o
 h

e
 w

o
u

ld
 b

e a
b

le
 to

 im
press 

A
 pilot e

m
e
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e
d

 f
r
o

m
 th

e
 c

o
c
k

p
it w

i
t
h

 
ssa

g
e
 tra

n
sm

it-

te
d

 fro
m

 
A

m
e
r
i
c
a
n
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p
e
r
a
tio

n
s
 c

e
n

t
r
e
 

i
n

 
aS a

n
d

 printed 

o
u

t
 by th

e
 o

n
-
b

o
a
r
d

 c
o

m
p

u
t
e
r
. It 

r
e
a
d

: " 
ath rid

e w
h

o
le 

w
a
y

. T
ell H

e
rb

 w
e
 s

a
id

 h
i."

 

K
e
lle

h
e
r
 o

p
en

ed
 h

is b
r
ie

f
c
a
s
e
 a

n
d

 spen 

v
iew

in
g

 tra
fic

 figures f
r
o

m
 th

e
 c

o
m

p
a
n

y
's

L
, s

a
t B

a
ltim

o
re

-

W
a
s
h

in
g

to
n

, o
p

e
n

e
d

a
 year earlier. "

T
h

e
r
e
 

w
 

m
e
 expressed 

d
u

b
iety

 a
s
 to

 w
h

e
th

e
r o

u
r c

o
m

in
g

 to
 th

e
 Ea 

o
a
st w

o
u

ld
 be 

s
u

c
c
e
s
s
f
u

l,"
h

e
 said. T

h
e
 figures s

h
o

w
e
d

 th
a
t in

 h
e
 fo

u
rth

 q
u

a
r-

te
r
 o

f 1
9

9
3

, tra
ffic

 to
 C

h
icag

o
 to

ta
lle

d
 150,430, a

n
 inaease of 

1
,0

5
2

%
. 

J
u

s
t
 

a 
p

re
lim

in
a
ry

 
i
n

d
i
c
a
t
i
o

n
,
"
 h

e
 

noted. 
A

s he 

s
t
o

w
e
d

 a
w

a
y

 th
e p

a
p

e
rw

o
rk

, h
is

 la
te

s
t read

in
g

 m
a
te

r
ia

l sip
p

ed
 

o
u

t, betraying K
e
lle

h
e
r
's

 plans fo
r n

e
w

 s
e
rv

ic
e
 in S

a
lt L

a
k

e
 a

ry
 

It w
a
s
 a history o

f th
e
 M

o
r
m

o
n

s
.
 

AS th
e
 plane turned in

to
 its fin

a
l a

p
p

ro
a
c
h

. 
o

n
e
 o

f th
e tight 

a
t
t
e
n

d
a
n

t
s
 le

a
n

e
d

 o
v

e
r
 to

 K
e
lle

h
e
r
 w

ith
 a

n
 
e
x

r
a
 m

acadam
la 

n
u

t
 cookie w

ra
p

p
e
d

 in
 a n

ap
k

in
. H

e
 lu

n
g

ed
 fo

r th
e cookie but 

stopped short. "
T

m
 n

o
t
 taking th

is fro
m

 you, 
a
r
n

 
1

?" h
e
 a

s
k

e
u

 

h
e
r. W

hen she said n
o

, K
e
lle

h
e
rp

ra
c
tic

a
lly

 in
h

a
le

d
 th

e
 dessert 

H
e
 le

ft th
e
 p

lan
e a

n
d

 e
n

te
r
e
d

 th
e
 g

a
te

 
a
r
e
a
 

a
t L

aG
uarua 

fantasising about h
is first cig

arette in
 fo

u
r h

o
u

rs. 
A

t the e
n

d
 o 

o
n

g
 uphill c

o
n

c
o

u
r
s
e
, K

e
lle

h
e
r a

p
p

ro
a
c
h

e
d

 a sm
all throng 

lim
o

u
s
in

e
 drivers holding signs w

ith
 th

e
 n

a
m

e
s
 of arIV

Ing 

sengers. H
u

fin
g

 a
n

d
 puffing lik

e
 a

n
y

 fo
u

r-p
ack

-a-d
ay

 

bearing a su
itc

a
se

 a
n

d
 b

riefcase, K
e
lle

h
e
r angled past tn 

anvers and w
a
lk

e
d

 o
u

td
o

o
rs

 to
 light u

p
 a

n
d

 stan
d

 in
 h

n
e
 

cab in
to

 th
e ity

. 
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u
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s
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e
n

g
y

. S
N

' u
st av

u
ik

l tx
a
 le

h
a
v

r lik
e a q

u
 

a
s
 sh

e w
a
s
e
i
t
a
l
o

. P
n

ally
 t a

ll M
t
m

e
h

 
h

e
r
 am

d
 s

le
 u

e
a
l t 

til."
 

N
ra nan w

itti suctiJusskaat 
innvight int 

the 
tenm

ae 
p

y
u

h
e
, 

h
e 

is 
u

u
p

isin
y

g
ly

 c
k

 

u
t
e
r
d

 
aB

xan 
th

e 
u

w
n

 
in 

his 
lite. 

i
s
 

m
am

iaye, h
e
 keels, "is A

 
p

e
ia

w
u

l a su
d

iv
t." 

and ethuw
es to

 talk alv
n

t it alttu
n

g
h

 he tells yuxu 
w

ih
 b

w
å
n

S
 n

listh
 a

ta
t I

w
 h

e
 tirst m

et his 

w
ife, 

e
u

lirg
 

a 
m

aA
N

prising nuilanth 
tacvt to 

his p
e
m

n
a
lty

. "\W
e m

et at a cvununw
m

 

p
re

v
o

u
s
 g

re
e
n

 c
a
n

rs
 to

 re
tu

rm
 w

 
I
n

n
t 

W
ritin

g
 is w

h
a
t o

x
c
u

p
ie

s m
a
st c

t D
M

as' tin
e
 

O
n

 th
e b

x
u

rd
 o

f m
an

y
 co

m
p

an
ies an

d
 an

 axtive 
co

n
su

ltan
t, h

e sp
en

k
s a k

t o
f tim

e in u
m

b
u

i 

A
nd so

m
e o

f his best w
T

rks w
ere w

ritten th
err 

T
h

e
 w

o
m

an
, 

acco
rd

in
g

 to 
m

e
, 

is 
th

e
 fo

c
a
l 

1
h

e
re

 are lexs burriers in
 M

u
m

b
u

i as th
e w

in
 

p
o

in
t o

f 
w

in
 situatikon th

at ap
n

lies to
 b

u
sin

ess ap
p

lies 
pR

ope a
lso

 
A

s 
com

pared 
to 

D
eh

ites, 
the« 

e
o

p
e
 

in 
M

um
bai 

are 
le

s
 

h
ieran

 h
a
 

an
d

 
feulal. H

ere in D
elhi it is m

o
re o

f a w
in

-k
e
 

ex
istein

ce. 
P

ran
k

ly
, 

I 
tricnds laere in New Yiuk w

B
*u n

y
 play 

w
a
s
 

d
o

n
t
 k

n
o

w
 w

hy. 
ing stal. My fiiem

lh
al n

v
ite

ln
e
 to cdiuer 

It.'s ju
st th

e
 w

ay
 

an
t n

g
 te

n
 a

a
t
 t. Sthe c

n
w

 tu
u

k
 Late w

itlh 
B

u
n

n
o

 (m
y

 
w

ite) a
le

r 
a 

g
am

w
 

t 
lu

ilg
r" 

an
d

 

situ
atk

n
. T

h
e burau Tats c

a
n

 w
in

 onhy if sm
e 

o
n

e
 e

le
 is k

sin
g

. H
av

e y
o

u
 ev

er o
b

e
e
n

e
d

 h
o

w
 

they talk to
 their ju

n
io

rs" h
e asks in o

b
x

u
s
 

disgust. 
"
e
o

p
le

 h
ere 

a
rr 

u
n

ab
le 

w
 

te
ra

te
 

and aher persuns u
æ

v
e
x

 T
h

ere is A
ast 

sao
 m

n
h

 
i
t
 is

,"
 

N
a
tV

e
 cn

ern
y

 w
h

a
 

su
c
h

 

"Sm
etirm

es, w
h

en
i 

C
e
 

p
e
o

p
le

 
w

 
h 

i
i
 b

u
rie

n
 O

tn
a
i 

s
x

a
h

i
.
 

h 
F

as 

ie
n

c
e
 

e
n

r 
h 

s
tie

 

e
y

w
l 

t
s
 a

v
 th

 

found m
e
 w

a
itin

g
. I w

as h
u

n
g

ry
 a

n
d

 
A

u
n

n
 
n

s
ik

i u
t 

IN
k

e
 rly

 
u

h
 n 

v
n

tjx
ie

 
ta

to
e
s
 

a
n

d
 o

n
e
le

tte
 fo

r n
e
. a

te
r
 ta

t l k
ey

t is
n

n
g

 ta
u

m
a
 

u
e
s
 a

n
d

 a
re

 s
u

s
p

k
A

s
 iN

 
'
y

 a 
'h

 th
arà 

o
u

t 
w

ith
 m

e
 a
n

d
 sh

e
 ju

st w
onukd n

a
. B

u
t l

i
l
 t 

g
ie

 
i
r
 

h
u

s tw
 c

t
i
e
 a

t
 A

t
t
e
n

 t
a
 

a
tu

a
i an a

t
l
l
 � 

a
t
e
 

tinally sh
e relen

ted
. A

 co
u

p
le o

t m
n

ts
 a

tr
 w

e th
t n

e
 s

e
*

 

am
ed. Altdiough her parents annl m

ine dicdopyaw
te inatiagu 

they eventually 
c
a
n

e
 n

n
d

. 
T

alk
 o

f th
e
 w

ay
 to

 a u
u

n
's h

eu
rt b

ein
g

 th
u

u
g

h
 h

s s
iv

u
i 

e
tre

r th
in

g
s ta

ll e
g

a
n

 w
 ath a v

n
e
r 
s
y

 h
e
w

r
e
 a

r
 h 

e 
H

e
 laughs "O

h lik
ed

 everythirg a
tu

n
 h

e
r-th

e
r lx

k
s
, the a 

W
v

 
artk

k
e e

c
a
tu

n
t th

e
 Z

e
iy

 
d 

taniäa t 
t 

sh
e
 talk

s, th
in

k
s
... e

v
e
ry

th
in

g
"
 I
le

 a
d

n
its

 tew h
er h

a
v

u
 

e
m

 a 
d

a
m

x
t
e
 ta

s
e
l
a
 
e
x

te
rn

iv
e
ly

 f
u

 th
e
 san

n
e a

n
d

 th
e
 e

n
y

t
 

v 

tre
m

e
n

k
u

s in
flu

e
c
e
 in

 h
is life

. "I am
 a e

ry
 i

t
i
u

t
 w

is
n

 
t
h

 a
tik

e
 in h

is n 
w

n
s
 w

s
 s

u
p

is
in

s
 

C
n

e
n

 
p

e
c
ia

lly
 w

h
e
n

 
I 

a
m

 
w

riin
g

 a
n

d
 sh

e
 

h
as 

alw
ay

s 
b

v
n

 
e
y

 
g

u
i
n

 a
P

Y
e
 th

ef h
im

 o
e
x

y
u

n
d

 t 
in

tr a
h

n
k

. 1
t
h

h
n

 d 

a
A

x
a
tin

g
. s

h
e
 d

e
s
 read all 

m
y 

w
u

d
 

hut 
she 

w
e
r 

L
un B

o
l in Intia and alw

uad an
l s tid

a
ra

v
u

in
n

k
 w

ah the 

e
n

ts 
n 

them
. S

h
e feels that nm

igu 
inhilnu nuy' 

w
r
itu

g
 Nl 

fiftictth
 
A

u
u

v
e
r
s
u

y
 N

 
t
e
 aN

U
N

Iy 
i
n

 1 
A

a
n

w
h

ik
, 

h
s
 
n

n
e
i
 

mxther t
o

 hus inllucnrd ne a k
t. In ta

t sthe is the n
asel r 

A
 uc anily' is to beveread in 

a tihn bv 
n

u
e
 o 

t
h

n
 

Tara 
in

 'A
 F

ine Fanmily. 

o
iu

s
k

in
s
 

s
t
 n

d
ik

n
r n a p

N
N

I 
A

n
i ü 

v
e
 
a
n

 
m

 

th
 

notend riluunaker S
hyam

 B
enegal 

G
u

n
ah

u
ru

n
 D

a
s
-a

 m
u

n
d

 m
uIny 

takents n
an

y
 ta

r
o

 
w

d
e
ly

 travelled e
r
s
o

n
, D

as b
e
lie

v
e
s th

at 
h

e
 is 

"
a
 
i
i
t
i
r
e
n

 

d 
the w

ord B
ut like the blade of grass that has its d

e w
hew

 it 
s
u

k
l
 in

sa
n

in
u

g
 all e them

 ü
to

u
w

a
u

 A
thvgh he 

m
,
 n

m
a
n

 to 
is also

 rxxend 
tw

 h
is Launt. IV

e
 v

m
e
 s 

T
ere is sanething that draw

s n
e
 lu

k
 t 

this plav u
iu

rily
 

O
U

e
 rich an

d
 
w

a
n

 h
u

n
u

n
 su

p
x

n
t 

s
y

s
te

tn
 
U

a
t 

o
n

e
 

tant thnng. 
A

s I
e
 s

u
y

x
 

"is to
 r 

4 
a
b

r
o

u
d

.
"
 In

 fact 
D

a
s annd 

h
is 

w
ile

 
h

a
v

e
 
tu

n
a
l 

an
 
t
e
r
 

h
a
s 

e
f
t
u

 to
 Lalk a

tu
t th

en
, thene 

u
s
 d

w
a
u

sly
 

hane h
n

 
w

n
tlits a

n
d

 i n
a
t avnainly vnukd n

x
 have h

r
n

 e
a
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u
u
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